
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2023-09-26

WAR IN CAUCASUS: ON AZERBAIJAN’S RECAPTURE
OF NAGORNO-KARABAKH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

To enjoy additional benefits

CONNECT WITH US

September 26, 2023 12:10 am | Updated 09:06 am IST

COMMents

SHARE

READ LATER

Azerbaijan’s brisk military recapture of Nagorno-Karabakh, an Armenian-populated enclave
within its borders, shows the changing power dynamics in the Caucasus, where American,
Russian and Turkish interests collide. The roots of the conflict go back to the final days of the
Soviet Union when the enclave’s majority Armenian-Christian population held a referendum to
break away from the Shia majority Azerbaijan. Nagorno-Karabakh was then run by Armenian
separatists, backed by the Republic of Armenia, until recently. In 2020, Azerbaijan, backed by
Turkey, fought Armenia, a Russian treaty ally, and captured much of Nagorno-Karabakh. The
Russians then did little to help Armenia, but brokered a ceasefire that left Stepanakert, Nagorno-
Karabakh’s biggest city, in the hands of the locals. The peace did not hold. Azerbaijan
blockaded the Lachin Corridor, the main road connecting Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia, leaving
the 1,20,000 population of the enclave to face mounting economic miseries. Facing international
criticism for the blockade, Azerbaijan promised to lift it, but established a checkpoint, continuing
to control the flow of goods and medicines. Last week, it attacked Stepanakert, forcing the
separatists to hand over full control to Baku.

In effect, Azerbaijan achieved in a day what it had failed to do in three decades. Two major
geopolitical shifts seem to have helped Baku. First, Turkey, keen to play a bigger role in the
Caucasus region, the former periphery of the Ottoman Turks, threw its weight behind
Azerbaijan, with political and military support. Second, Russia’s Ukraine invasion, which tied
Moscow to its western front, has led to a substantial erosion of Russian power in the Caucasus.
Armenia had often expressed displeasure with Russia’s lack of action. Moscow did nothing
besides issuing statements when Azerbaijan gradually dismantled the ceasefire agreement.
Baku realised that the geopolitical situation favoured it and then moved in to take over the
enclave. It is widely recognised that Nagorno-Karabakh is a part of Azerbaijan. But there is a
history of mistrust and violence. Armenians in the region, having gone through a genocide and
several conflicts, have a sharp historical memory and remain wary of any change in the status
quo. Azerbaijan’s takeover has triggered a massive refugee outflow to Armenia. There are
already allegations that Baku is committing genocidal crimes. For Azerbaijan, this can be an
opportunity to integrate Nagorno-Karabakh without further bloodshed. But for that, Baku should
ensure equal rights for the Armenian population and respect its autonomy. If not, Azerbaijan
could face prolonged local resistance, which could not only deny it a clean victory but also turn
its quest to control the enclave ugly.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/aid-shipments-and-evacuations-as-azerbaijan-reasserts-control-over-breakaway-province/article67340550.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/karabakh-rebels-hand-in-arms-and-negotiate-withdrawal/article67338693.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/karabakh-refugees-cross-to-armenia-as-azerbaijan-takes-control/article67341770.ece


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

COMMents

SHARE

armed conflict / USA / Russia / Turkey / religion and belief / refugee

BACK TO TOP

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1935-1933/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1935-1933/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/413-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/413-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1979-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1979-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/411-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/411-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1432/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1432/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1425-1349/
/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/

