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AI IMPROVES LEGAL WRITING SPEED, NOT QUALITY:
REPORT
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The study urges law schools to ban the use of generative artificial intelligence in core first-year
courses and their exams [File] | Photo Credit: REUTERS

Law students who used artificial intelligence on several legal writing tasks were able to complete
their assignments faster, but their work product wasn’t consistently better than that of
classmates who didn’t use the technology, according to a new study.

Law students with lower grades on average saw bigger improvements on their legal writing tasks
when using GPT-4 than did their higher-performing classmates, suggesting that the benefits of
artificial intelligence vary according to the abilities of the user and the type of legal work being
performed, the study found.

“These results suggest that generative AI will almost certainly become a vital tool for many
lawyers in the near future, comparable to more familiar legal-tech tools like Westlaw, Lexis and
ediscovery software,” reads the study titled, “Lawyering in The Age of Artificial Intelligence.”
Westlaw and Reuters are owned by the same parent company.

The study, posted online on Tuesday and conducted by two University of Minnesota law
professors and a law professor at the University of Southern California, is the latest in a growing
body of research examining AI in legal education. Two of those three authors in August released
a study that found low-performing law students scored higher on final exams when given access
to GPT-4, while their high-performing classmates performed worse when using the technology.
Earlier studies found that the exam scores of the previous version of GPT-4 matched those of
mediocre law students, while a newer one found that GPT-4 can pass the bar exam.

(For top technology news of the day, subscribe to our tech newsletter Today’s Cache)

GPT-4 is a large language model from the Microsoft-backed OpenAI, which generates human-
like text based on user queries.

The authors of the new study recruited 60 Minnesota law students to undergo several hours of
training on GPT-4 then complete four distinct writing assignments: drafting a complaint; a
contract; a section of an employee handbook; and a client memo. Each participant used GPT-4
on two of those assignments and completed the other two without AI, and the assignments were

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/lawyers-blame-chatgpt-for-tricking-them-citing-bogus-case-law/article66949204.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/lawyers-blame-chatgpt-for-tricking-them-citing-bogus-case-law/article66949204.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/?nl_id=4307&utm_source=website_article_todays_cache&utm_campaign=newsletter_signup&utm_medium=website


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

graded.

GPT-4 did not result in any statistical improvement except on the contract drafting assignment,
the authors found. But there were “large and consistent decreases” in the amount of time it took
the students to complete the assignments when they used GPT-4, according to the study.
Students who used GPT-4 to draft a complaint spent and average 32% fewer minutes on that
task.

The study urges law schools to ban the use of generative artificial intelligence in core first-year
courses and their exams, in part because the technology disproportionately helps lower-
performing students. But they should also develop upper-level courses that teach students how
to use artificial intelligence effectively, it adds.

COMMents

SHARE

technology (general) / internet / Artificial Intelligence

BACK TO TOP

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1506-1461/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1506-1461/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/541-428/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/541-428/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/artificial-intelligence/
/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/

