
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2022-05-06

MINT
Relevant for: null | Topic: Important Schemes & Programmes of the Government

In a major decision taken in the Delhi Cabinet meeting on Thursday, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said the subsidised electricity in the national capital will be given only to those who ask
for it. “People will be given a choice - whether they want it or not," Kejriwal said.

The new rule, CM Kejriwal said, will be implemented from 1 October. The Delhi CM's comment
came in view of the criticism the government is facing in the matter.

Currently, upto 200 units electricity is free in the city and 50% subsidy is available for upto 400
units monthly consumption.

The Kejriwal-led AAP government had allocated 3,340 crore for the power sector for 2022-23
financial year for its Special Electricity Subsidy Scheme.

Addressing a press conference today evening, he said, "Now cheap electricity will be optional in
Delhi. That is, if a power consumer wants electricity subsidy, then he will get free or subsidised
electricity from now."

"But if someone considers himself capable, then he can tell the Delhi government that he does
not want electricity subsidy and he can use normal rate electricity. The work of asking people
about this will start soon... Power subsidy will be given to those who ask for subsidised power
from October 1," the Delhi CM said.

Delhi is also facing a low coal stock, leading the state government to sound an alarm over
supplying power to the national capital. Delhi Power minister Satyendar Jain has recently written
to Union Power minister RK Singh with details of low coal stock at several thermal plants
supplying power to the capital, and urged the Centre to ensure adequate availability of coal for
uninterrupted electricity supply in Delhi.
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