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The decision of the Qatari court of appeals to reduce the capital punishment handed down in
October to eight former Indian naval personnel is a major reprieve for the men and their families,
and spells relief for the government that has been pursuing diplomatic channels for leniency.
While the detailed judgment is still awaited more than 24 hours after the pronouncement, the
upholding of the conviction is a disappointment, and the government and the men’s families
must now reassess their legal strategy and evidence of their innocence before filing a review
petition with Qatar’s Court of Cassation, the highest in the system. If all avenues of judicial
appeal are exhausted, the government will have three options. First, to continue to press for a
review of the conviction with Qatar’s ruling Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. If that fails,
the men could appeal for clemency and ask for a pardon, that Qatar’s rulers have given in the
past. A third option would be for the men to serve out their terms in India, once the length of
incarceration is clarified, according to a 2015 bilateral Agreement on Transfer of Sentenced
Persons. However, this option would require them to accept the conviction cannot be reversed.
Through this process, the government must be seen to be pursuing diplomatic and political
efforts at the highest level, to convey the extent that the men are a priority for India.

It is significant that the development comes after Prime Minister Narendra Modi made his first
public outreach to the Qatari leadership — he met the Emir on the sidelines of COP28, on
December 1. Whether such a political outreach, or a high-level mission to Doha, would have
been more productive earlier, after the men were first arrested in August 2022, is a moot point
now. It is commendable that New Delhi, in contrast to its stand with Canada over its allegations,
has chosen not to react to the case with public rhetoric, especially the kind of targeting of Doha
seen in some sections of the media, a move that would have been counterproductive. If the case
implicating the men is in any way connected to India’s intelligence services, then it is important
to consider an appropriate review of any operations that could jeopardise Indians overseas. New
Delhi has also done well by not allowing the case to become hostage to the growing tensions in
the region, over the continuing bombardment of Gaza by Israel. It is hoped that a consistently
calibrated position, careful of Qatar’s sensitivities, and coupled with a quiet, but determined
push, would bring the eight Indians back home safely.

COMMents

SHARE

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/death-sentences-of-eight-indians-in-qatar-commuted/article67682982.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/qatar-court-hands-death-sentence-to-eight-former-indian-navy-officials-deeply-shocked-mea-exploring-all-legal-options/article67461365.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/qatar-court-hands-death-sentence-to-eight-former-indian-navy-officials-deeply-shocked-mea-exploring-all-legal-options/article67461365.ece


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Qatar / India / judiciary (system of justice) / death penalty policies / Prime Minister Narendra
Modi / climate change (politics) / Canada / diplomacy / Israel-Palestine Conflict / espionage and
intelligence

BACK TO TOP

Terms & conditions  |  Institutional Subscriber

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/381-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/381-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/328-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/328-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/623-600/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/623-600/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1518-1510/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1518-1510/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/Prime_Minister_Narendra_Modi/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/Prime_Minister_Narendra_Modi/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/Prime_Minister_Narendra_Modi/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1020-1019-993/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1020-1019-993/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/canada/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/canada/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/israel-palestine-conflict/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/israel-palestine-conflict/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1380-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1380-1349/
https://www.thehindugroup.com/privacy.html
https://forms.office.com/r/tz7UETzxUs
/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/

