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EQUITY AND CLIMATE JUSTICE MUST BE BASIS OF
CLIMATE ACTION: INDIA AT COP28
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Union Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav delivers India’s National Statement at COP28
summit in Dubai on December 9, 2023. Twitter/@byadavbjp

India firmly believes that equity and climate justice must be the basis of climate action and this
can be ensured only when the developed countries take the lead in combating climate change,
Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav said in Dubai at the COP28 on December 9.

Delivering the national statement at the high-level segment during the ongoing annual climate
conference, Mr. Yadav also highlighted India's contribution to the global actions in restricting
temperature rise by reducing emission intensity much ahead of the promised target year as
mentioned in the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), country’s action plan for dealing
with the impacts of climate change.

Also Read | COP28: will there be an agreement to phase out fossil fuels?

“In our endeavour to decouple economic growth from greenhouse gas emissions, India has
successfully reduced the emission intensity vis-a-vis its GDP by 33 per cent between 2005 and
2019, thus achieving the initial NDC target for 2030, 11 years ahead of the scheduled time,” Mr.
Yadav asserted.

He said India has also exceeded expectations in renewable energy, achieving 40 per cent of
installed electric capacity through non-fossil fuel sources, nine years ahead of the 2030 target.

Presented India's National Statement at #COP28 in Dubai today.

Reaffirmed India's commitment underlined by PM Shri @narendramodi ji to work together for the
common objective of a greener, cleaner and healthier planet as we have One Earth, we are One
Family and we share One… pic.twitter.com/KXSO5BU5bV

Hosted the LeadIT Summit 2023 at #COP28 in Dubai, UAE today.

The end of 2023 marks the beginning of LeadIT 2.0, launched by PM Shri @narendramodi ji.

As we look back on the progress made since LeadIT's inception in 2019, it has emerged as a

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/cop28-will-there-be-an-agreement-to-phase-out-fossil-fuels/article67617678.ece
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https://twitter.com/narendramodi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/KXSO5BU5bV
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COP28?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/narendramodi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

beacon of leadership, bringing… pic.twitter.com/8pds0fNNru

As the COP28 proceedings continue, Mr. Yadav said India looks forward to the Global
Stocktake's (GST) outcomes and emphasised the importance of resource mobilisation and new
collective, quantified goals based on the needs of the developing countries.

“The resource mobilisation and a new collective quality collective quantified goal must be guided
by the needs and requirements of the developing countries. India firmly believes that equity and
climate justice must be the basis of global climate action this can be ensured only when the
developed countries take the lead in ambitious climate action,” he said.

GST is a two-year review of collective global efforts to achieve the Paris agreement goals,
especially the target of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius compared to the pre-
industrial era (1850-1900).

Calling the ongoing climate negotiations as a ‘COP28 of action', the Minister said it was evident
on the first day with the operationalisation of the Loss and Damage Fund.

“India has been at the forefront of supporting action-oriented steps at the global level in
response to climate change. The successful operationalisation of the Loss and Damage Fund is
a testament to our commitment to a sustainable future,” he said.

He further said that India showcased its dedication to the environment by launching the Green
Credit Initiative at COP28 on December 1.

The Initiative aims to create a global trade forum facilitating the exchange of innovative
environmental programmes and instruments.

He also reminded Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement of LiFE, the Lifestyle for
Environment initiative that underscores India's action-oriented approach.

Mission LiFE aims to minimise per capita carbon footprint by promoting mindful utilisation
instead of wasteful consumption.

Noting that India has consistently contributed to climate action, as seen in the historic adoption
of green development backed by G-20 nations earlier this year, the Environment Minister said
India's third national communication, based on the Green Gas Inventory of 2019, along with the
initial adaptation communication, reinforces its commitment to climate action while prioritising
the development and well-being of its people.

“India revised its NDCs upward, signalling a deepened commitment to enhanced climate action,”
he said.

India added around 100 gigawatts of installed electric capacity between 2017 and 2023, with 80
per cent attributed to non-fossil fuel-based resources.

Yadav also listed India's global contributions to climate action including initiatives such as the
International Solar Alliance (ISA), Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), and the
creation of LeadIT and Infrastructure for Resilient Island States (IRIS).

The launch of the Global Biofuel Alliance during the G20 summit earlier this year in India further
emphasises India's commitment to fostering global collaboration for the widespread adoption of
bio-fuels, Mr. Yadav added.

https://t.co/8pds0fNNru


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Appealing to the comity of nations to “reaffirm our commitment to work together for the common
objective of a greener, cleaner, and healthier planet,” Yadav exhorted, “It is of paramount
importance to repose our trust and confidence in the principles and clauses of the convention
and its Paris Agreement.” The annual global climate talks under the aegis of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) are scheduled to conclude on December
12.
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