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Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) generates ground water quality data of the country including
Tamil Nadu on a regional scale as part of its ground water quality monitoring program and various
scientific studies. These studies indicate the occurrence of Arsenic in ground water beyond
permissible limits (as per BIS) for human consumption in isolated pockets in various States / UTs
including Tamil Nadu. Arsenic has been reported in parts of 230 districts in 25 States.In Tamil Nadu,
out of 1208 ground water samples, only 16 samples (1.3%) were found to have Arsenic above the BIS
limit. Further, Arsenic contamination is understood to be of geogenic origin, resulting from release of
Arsenic from soil/aquifer matter under conducive conditions. Since, arsenic contamination in ground
water is geogenic in origin, reducing the level of arsenic in ground water not feasible on large scale.

Water being a state subject, the responsibility of ground water management, including taking
initiatives for improving ground water quality and mitigate the contamination issue, lies primarily with
the state governments. However, several steps have also been taken by the Central Government in
this regard. Some of them are given at succeeding paras.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Shri Bishweswar Tudu in a written
reply in Rajya Sabha today.
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